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MHISC and Association of Counties Propose Abandoned Home Legislation

The Manufactured Housing Institute of South Carolina and the South Carolina Association of Counties worked together this year to draft an important piece of legislation concerning the issue of abandoned mobile homes. “Mobile home” refers to a home built before 1976, when the federal construction code was implemented. A “manufactured home” refers to a home built since 1976 to the federally regulated standards. 

The bill would give counties express statutory authority to develop programs to deal with the problem of abandoned homes. Specifically, the bill would allow local governments to hold the owner financially responsible for the costs of disposal. If the owner cannot be located, a lien may be placed upon the property where the home is located. Local governments would also be authorized to charge a $25 registration fee to fund the program. 

Legislators expect to introduce the bill early in the upcoming 2007 legislative session. 

Some local governments are already moving ahead with pioneering disposal programs for manufactured homes. Spartanburg County has a particularly successful program. The Spartanburg “Amnesty” program allows owners of dilapidated and abandoned homes to dispose of the homes in the county landfill at no charge. The owners are responsible for transporting the home to the landfill. Since its inception, the program has disposed of over 200 homes. 
Mike Padgett of the Spartanburg County Building Codes Department said, “The program has been an unqualified success. It has been extended three times since we started it as a trial program. We got it started through the cooperation of the different county departments and the involvement of the County Council, and everyone is really happy with the results.”

For additional Information about MHISC or abandoned home legislation, please contact MHISC mhisc@mhisc.com or call (803) 771-9046.
















